PHIL 5180: The Philosophy of Trust
Graduate Seminar | Spring 2025

CoNTACT INFO

CoURSE InNFO

DESCRIPTION

REQUIREMENTS

Eli Benjamin Israel

elibenjamin@temple.edu
Office: Mazur Hall 718

Class: Wednesdays 12-1:30PM
Classroom: Mazur Hall 203

Office Hours: By appointment

Trust pervades nearly every aspect of human life, and while we seem to

have a good grip on how it operates within our relationships, its nature
and limits remain mysterious in ways that often cause disagreements and
may strain important relationships. When one says, "I trust you," are they
expressing a belief about another’s reliability, an emotional stance toward
them, or something else entirely? If trust is simply second-personal, why
does it imply particular expectations? Can we trust without being
vulnerable? Can trust be rational when it involves hope rather than
evidence? This course explores these fundamental questions about trust,
examining how it differs from mere reliance, when it's warranted, and
what makes someone trustworthy. Along the way, we'll also consider
trust’s connections to knowledge, testimony, and cooperation,
developing frameworks for understanding this attitude of great

importance to our social lives.

Students taking the course for credit must read the material, participate

in class discussion.

Assignments & Grading:

15% Seminar Presentation
15% Term Paper Extended Abstract and Argument Outline
70% Term Paper

Seminar Presentation Class presentations are intended to help you

understand and engage with the material more deeply. Your presentation
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should be aimed at spurring critical discussion. You should not
summarize the whole paper but rather present the parts of the paper(s)
that are strictly necessary for setting up the points you want to raise. This
will generally include giving the class an overview of the main thesis and
the premises in the argument, developing 1-2 parts of the argument that
you find particularly insightful, and finally, presenting a brief criticism of

the author’s view.

Presentations should be accompanied by a PowerPoint or handout. I am

happy to meet with you about the presentation or look at a handout

draft.

Term Paper Your final paper will aim at developing an original, short
(APA style, 3k words) argument in one of the issues discussed in class.
You should plan to discuss your topic with me by April 15. An extended
abstract, with a breakdown of your argument and a full (tentative)
bibliography) must be turned in before the end-of-term (May 1). The
final version is due by Sept 30, 2025.

If you have any special circumstances that make this timeline
problematic, I am happy to work with you on an alternative timeline.

Please contact me in advance.

ACCOMMODATIONS & RESOURCES

READINGS

Course Schedule

If you need any accommodations, please let me know!Disability and
Access Services:
https://studentaffairs.temple.edu/who-we-are/departments/disability-res
ources-services.

Mental Health Counseling: https://counseling.temple.edu/

Several of the readings touch on difficult and sensitive issues, such as
sexual assault and oppression. It will be especially important for us to

approach these topics with respect and care.

Readings are available here on the course’s Canvas page
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Unit 1: Defining Trust

Week 1: Feb 8 Welcome, Course introduction and overview of central questions

Week 2: Feb 15 What is Trust?

° Mcleod, “ Trust" (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy), sections 1-2

° Bajer 1986, “Trust and Antitrust”

Week 3: Feb 22 Trust vs. Reliance (part 1)

° Holton 1994, “Deciding to Trust, Coming to Believe”
° Goldberg 2020, “Trust and Reliance”

Week 4: Mar 1 Trust vs. Reliance (part 2)
° Thompson 2017, “Trust Without Reliance”
* Optional: Marusic 2017, “Trust, Reliance and the Participant Stance’

>

Unit 2: The Structure of Trust

Week 5: Mar 8 Three-Place Accounts

° Hawley 2014, “Trust, Distrust and Commitment”
o Hardin 2002, “Trust and Trustworthiness,” Chapter 1

Week 6: Mar 15 Two-Place Accounts

° Domenicucci & Holton 2017, “Trust as a Two-Place Relation”
o Faulkner 2015, “The Attitude of Trust is Basic”

Week 7: Mar 22 Trustworthiness

° Jones 2012, “Trustworthiness”

o Optional: Kelp & Simion 2023, “What is Trustworthiness”

Week 8: Mar 29 Trust and Emotion
° Jones 1996, “Trust as an Affective Attitude”

° Darwall 2017, “Trust as a Second-Personal Attitude (of the Heart)”
o Optional: Lahno 2020, “Trust and Emotion”

Unit 3: Contextualizing Trust
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Week 9: Apr 5 Relational Views

o Israel forthcoming, “Navigating Vagueness: Rule-Following and the Scope of
Trust”

o Potter 2020, “Interpersonal Trust”

Week 10: Apr 12 Domains-Based Views
° D’Cruz 2018, Trust within Limits”

o Stewart 2024, “Negotiating Domains of Trust”
Unit 4: Applications and Contemporary Issues

Week 11: Apr 19 Trust and Testimony
° Faulkner 2007, “On Telling and Trusting”

o Keren 2007, “Epistemic Authority, Testimony and the Transmission of

Knowledge”

Week 12: Apr 26 Distrust and Repair
o Hawley 2019, “How to be Trustworthy,” Chapters 6-7
o Optional: Ullman-Margalit 2017, “Trust, Distrust, and In-Between”

Week 13: May 3 Trust in Institutions

o Alfano forthcoming, “Trust and Distrust in institutions and governance”

Week 14: Apr 26 Digital and AI Trust
o Budnik 2025, “ Can We Trust Artificial Intelligence?”
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