PHIL 3201: Kant, Sex, and Women
Upper-Level Undergraduate course | Spring 2025

CoNTACT INFO
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DESCRIPTION

REQUIREMENTS

Eli Benjamin Israel
elibenjamin@temple.edu
Office: Mazur Hall 718

Class: Wednesdays 9-10:30AM
Classroom: Mazur Hall 210

Office Hours: By appointment

Kant’s ethics are, to this day, one of the most influential theories in moral

philosophy, emphasizing the role of autonomy for ethical
decision-making and the inherent dignity shared by all human beings.
This, however, stands in tension with the very troubling character of his
writings on sex and women. Kant characterized women's "nature” as
unsuited for public engagement, relegating them to the status of "passive
citizens," and argued that sexual desire is inherently aimed at objectifying
the other person, a problem he believed to be resolved by mutual
"possession” in lifelong, heterosexual marriage. In this course, we will
explore this tension, how it has inspired contemporary feminist
philosophers to reconstruct his arguments on sex and women, and we
will ask whether Kant's philosophy be salvaged from his own prejudices

for a contemporary ethics of sex and gender?

Students taking the course for credit must read the material, participate

in class discussion.

Assignments & Grading:
15% Weekly question or reading observation
25% Class presentations

60% Term Paper

Class Presentations Class presentations are intended to help you
understand and engage with the material more deeply. During the second

week of classes, we will work together to establish a schedule for who will


mailto:ewoodard@umich.edu
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present which papers from our readings. If enrollment is high, students
may be paired to co-present. Your presentation should be aimed at
spurring critical discussion. You should not summarize the whole paper
but rather present the parts of the paper(s) that are strictly necessary for
setting up the points you want to raise. This will generally include giving
the class an overview of the main thesis and the premises in the argument,
developing 1-2 parts of the argument that you find particularly insightful,

and finally, presenting a brief criticism of the author's view.

Presentations should be accompanied by a PowerPoint or handout. I am

happy to meet with you about the presentation or look at a handout

draft.

Questions Plan to send me 1-2 questions or comments about the
readings by the end of the day before class for 10 of the 13 weeks. I will
choose 4-5 questions (anonymously) to use during our discussion groups

in class.

The questions can be clarificatory, suggest an implication or extension of
the argument, or suggest an interesting example/thought experiment to

test the author’s view.

Term Paper Your final paper will aim at developing an original, short
(APA style, 3k words) argument in one of the issues discussed in class.
You should plan to discuss your topic with me by April 15. An extended
outline, with a breakdown of your argument and a full (tentative)
bibliography) must be turned in before the end-of-term. The final version
is due by Sept 30, 2025.

If you have any special circumstances that make this timeline
y y sp
problematic, I am happy to work with you on an alternative timeline.

Please contact me in advance.
ACCOMMODATIONS & RESOURCES
If you need any accommodations, please let me know!Disability and

Access Services:

https://studentaffairs.temple.edu/who-we-are/departments/disability-res
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ources-services.

Mental Health Counseling: https://counseling.temple.edu/

Several of the readings touch on difficult and sensitive issues, such as
sexual assault and oppression. It will be especially important for us to

approach these topics with respect and care.

READINGS . .

Readings are available here on the course’s Canvas page
Course Schedule
Week 1: Feb 8 Welcome, Course introduction and overview of central questions

o Varden, Sex, Love €5 Gender, Introduction
Unit 1: Kant’s Ethics
Week 2: Feb 15 Goodwill and the Foundation of Morality

o Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysic of Morals, G 4:387-405

Week 3: Feb 22 Categorical and Hypothetical Imperatives

o Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysic of Morals, G 4:412-424
° O’Neill 2009, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics”

Week 4: Mar 1 The Formulations of the Categorical Imperative
o Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysic of Morals, G 4:421-445

Week 5: Mar 8 On Autonomy
o Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysic of Morals, G 4:446-463

Unit 2: Sex & Marriage in Kant’s Writings
Week 6: Mar 15 The Moral Problem of Sex
o Kant, Lectures on Ethics,"Crimina Carnis" Section

o Kant, The Metaphysics of Morals. "The Doctrine of Virtue," § 7
> Soble 2003, "Kant and Sexual Perversion”

Week 7: Mar 22 Marriage as the Moral Solution


https://counseling.temple.edu/
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/LACNOC-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
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Week 8: Mar 29

Week 9: Apr 5

Week 10: Apr 12

Week 11: Apr 19

Week 12: Apr 26

Week 13: May 3

° Kant, The Metaphysics of Morals. "The Doctrine of Right," §§ 24-27
o Herman 1993, “ Could it be Worth Thinking about Kant on Sex and

Marriage?”

Further Reflection
o Papadaki 2020, “ Kantian Marriage and Beyond: Why It Is Worth Thinking

about Kant on Marriage”

o Sticker 2020, “The Case against Different-Sex Marriage in Kant”

Discussion Groups

o What would a modern, "Kantian" sexual ethic look like? What elements would

it keep, and what would it discard?
Unit 3: Women in Kant’s \Writings1

Women in Kant’s Writings 1
o Kant, Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime, Third Section 8

o Kant, On the Common Saying

Women in Kant’s Writings 2
o Kant, Metaphysics of Morals, “On the Rights of Persons Akin to Rights of
Things”
o Kant, Anthropology from the Pragmatic Point of View, “The Character of the

Sexes”

Kant on Women’s Moral and Political Nature
° Mikkola 2011, “Kant on Moral Agency and Women’s Nature”
o Varden 2017, “Kant and Women”

Women and Moral Progress
° Marwah 2013, “What Nature Makes of Her: Kant’s Gendered Metaphysics”

° Sabourin 2021, “Kant’s Enlightenment and Women’s Peculiar Immaturity”

! Reading list inspired by the Summer School on Kant and Women, organized by Olga Lenczewska.

4


https://philpapers.org/rec/MOSKAL
https://philpapers.org/rec/LACNOC-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/LACNOC-2
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Week 14: Apr 26 Kant on Labor

° Pascoe 2015, “Domestic Labor, Citizenship, and Exceptionalism: Rethinking
Kant’s “Woman Problem™
° Madrid forthcoming, “Who Is the Caregiver in Kant’s Theory of Labour?

Examining Social Domination in Classical German Philosophy”
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