PHIL 09150: Introduction to Ethics
Intro-Level Undergraduate course | Spring 2025

CoNTACT INFO

CoURSE InNFO

DESCRIPTION

REQUIREMENTS

Eli Benjamin Israel
elibenjamin@temple.edu
Office: Mazur Hall 718

Class: Wednesdays 2-3:30PM
Classroom: Mazur Hall 423

Office Hours: By appointment

This course introduces the three pillars of moral philosophy—Normative

Ethics, Metaethics, and Applied Ethics—and shows how they inform one
another. We will begin with the major frameworks of normative ethics
(utilitarian, deontological, virtue, and care-based approaches), asking
questions like: how should we live, what makes actions right or wrong,
which character traits matter, and what grounds our duties? We then step
back to examine the foundations of morality in metaethics: are there
moral facts, how do reasons work, and what is the status of moral
discourse? Finally, we apply these tools to real-world issues—abortion, sex
and consent, animal ethics, sustainability, and more—bridging theory

and practice with cases and argument analysis.

Students taking the course for credit must read the material, participate

in class discussion.

Assignments & Grading:
20% Midterm Exam (in-class)

30% Group Workshop (handout, facilitation & peer feedback)
50% Term Paper

Midterm Exam The midterm consists of 10 multiple-choice questions
assessing core concepts and arguments discussed in the first half of the
course, plus 2 short essay responses (each 2—3 paragraphs) that ask you to
critically assess some aspect of the ethical theories discussed, or apply

them to particular cases, taking into account the nuances of the theory in
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question. The exam will take place in-class during the scheduled session
on Wed, Mar 22 (Week 7).

Group Workshop The workshops will take place in the final weeks of
the semester, and intend to help you develop your final paper by
discussing the topic with a small and supportive group of peers. You will
be assigned to a group of 4-5 students (posted by Week 10). Each student
will prepare a short packet of no more than four pages of excerpts from
relevant readings (with citations) and circulate it to their peers in
advance. Along with the excerpts, each student will share a rough outline
of the thesis they want to defend and the direction of their paper. During
the workshop meeting, the group will discuss the materials together. You

should plan to run your handout by me by the end of Week 10.

Term Paper Your final paper will aim at developing an original, short
(APA style, 3k words) argument in one of the issues discussed in class. In
this paper, you will apply one of the ethical theories we studied in class to
a real-world issue. Examples include using Kantian ethics to evaluate
lying to protect a friend, employing utilitarian reasoning to assess use of
Al in the classroom, bringing virtue ethics to bear on climate
responsibility, or using care ethics to explore the ethics of reproductive
technologies.

The final submission is due by Sept 30, 2025.

ACCOMMODATIONS & RESOURCES

READINGS

Course Schedule

If you need any accommodations, please let me know!Disability and
Access Services:
https://studentaftairs.temple.edu/who-we-are/departments/disability-res
ources-services.

Mental Health Counseling: https://counseling.temple.edu/

Several of the readings touch on difficult and sensitive issues, such as
sexual assault and oppression. It will be especially important for us to

approach these topics with respect and care.

Readings are available here on the course’s Canvas page
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Unit 1: Normative Ethics

Week 1: Feb 8 Welcome, Course introduction and “What is Normative Ethics?”

Week 2: Feb 15 The Limits of Ethics
° Williams, “Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy" Introduction

° Blackburn 2003, excerpts “Seven Threats to Ethics”

Week 3: Feb 22 Consequentialism 1: Classical Texts

° Bentham 1789, “ Of the principle of utility”
o Mill 1864, “Utilitarianism,"” Chapters. 1-3

Week 4: Mar 1 Consequentialism 2: Contemporary Readings
o Parfit 1984, “What Makes One’s Life Go Best”
" Singer 1971, “Famine, Affluence & Morality”

Week S: Mar 8 Deontology: Kant

> Kant 1785, “ Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals,” Chapters 1-2
° O’Neill 2009, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics”

Week 6: Mar 15 Deontology: Contemporary Developments
° Ross 2002, excerpts, “What Makes Right Acts Right?”
o Camus 1951, excerpts, “The Rebel”

Week 7: Mar 22 Midterm Exam

Week 8: Mar 29 Virtue Ethics
° Aristotle, “Nicomachean Ethics,” Books 1-3

° Annas 2015, “Applying Virtues to Ethics”

Week 9: Apr 5 Care Ethics

° Gilligan, “In a Different Voice,” Introduction & Chapter 3
° Baier 1985, “What do Women Want in a Moral Theory?”


https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/ENOSES
https://philpapers.org/rec/MOSKAL
https://philpapers.org/rec/LACNOC-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/FERBAT-13
https://philpapers.org/rec/BOLBAT
https://philpapers.org/rec/MOSKAL
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Week 10: Apr 12

Week 11: Apr 19

Week 12: Apr 26

Week 13: May 3

Week 14: Apr 26

Unit 2: Metaethics (A Very Short Introduction)

Moral Realism

° Enoch 2014, “Why I am an Objectivist about Ethics (And Why You Are,
Too),” in The Ethical Life (ed. Russ Shafer Landau)

" Railton 2018, “Naturalistic Realism in Metaethics,” in The Routledge
Handbook of Metaethics

Error-Theory and Expressivist Accounts

° Mackie 1998, “The Subjectivity of Values,” in Ethical Theory (ed. James
Rachels)

o Camp 2018, “Metaethical Expressivism,” in The Routledge Handbook of
Metaethics

Unit 3: Group Workshops

Applied Ethics Workshops 1

° Group-specific handouts (posted on Canvas)

Applied Ethics Workshops 1T

° Group-specific handouts (posted on Canvas)

Final Week Symposium

o Short 3-minute project descriptions and end-of-the-semester reflections
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